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girl scout gold award ceremony

The Girl Scout Gold Award represents the highest 
achievement in Girl Scouting.  Open only to girls in 
high school, this prestigious award challenges young 
women to change the world—or at least their corner 
of it.   According to Girl Scouts of Connecticut, one 
of the benefits of “going gold” is that Gold Award 
recipients do well in life: they rate their general 
achievement significantly higher than their peers and 
report greater success in reaching their goals in many 
areas.

Girl Scout Troop 62019, under the direction of Troop 
Co-Leaders Alice Simoniello and Diane Walsh, began 
its journey in kindergarten.  Although a few girls 
came and went over the years, seven of its original 
members stayed with the troop for the entire thirteen 
years:  Sydney Hyde, Lindsay Nord, Adrienne 
Schultz, Katherine Simoniello, Megan Toman, 
Annelise Walsh, and Lindsay West, all residing in 
Killingworth.  Katherine graduated from Mercy High 
School while the others graduated from Haddam-
Killingworth High School.  Three of these amazing 
young women earned Gold.

“The work of today is the history of tomorrow, 
and we are its makers.”

Juliette Gordon Low, Founder of Girl Scouts

About Troop 62019
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Girl Scout Troop 62019 Court of Honor

Presentation of Colors
Honor Guard

  

Invocation
 

Greeting
Alice Simoniello and Diane Walsh

Co-Leaders of Troop 62019
 

Seating of the Gold Award Scouts
Honor Guard

  

Girl Scout Oath, Law, and Lighting of Candles
Honor Guard and Gold Award Scouts

  

Explanation of Gold
Nicole Burdick and Virginia Deisher

Girl Scouts of Connecticut Gold Award Committee
 

Presentation of Pins/Awards
Alice Simoniello, Co-Leader

 

Golden Minutes
Sydney Hyde, Megan Toman, and Annelise Walsh

 

Guest Speaker(s)

 Closing Remarks
Alice Simoniello and Diane Walsh

Benediction

Surprise
 

Reception
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Megan Toman

Bronze Award: Troop Community Garden, 
Parmelee Farm

Silver Award: Dresses for Haiti
Megan led a team which taught girls and adults 
how to make simple “pillowcase” dresses for 
orphans in Haiti.  While the dresses sewed 

Megan will attend Plymouth State 
University and plans to major in 
Communications and minor in Business.

during this project were donated to HELOHaiti.org, the project 
emphasized that people can continue to make dresses for other 
organizations in the United States, Haiti, Africa, or anywhere there is 
a need.  In order to organize successful sewing events, she needed to 
ask people for fabric donations and to recruit adults willing to loan 
sewing machines during sewing events. Afterwards, her team taught 
a younger Girl Scout troop how to make the dresses so that girls will 
continue to receive much-needed clothing.

Senior Journey: GIRLtopia 

Gold Award Project: First Responders and the Deaf Community
Megan’s project brings together the two aforementioned 
communities.  Megan, along with an American Sign Language (ASL) 
interpreter, led the monthly first responder’s training meeting at the 
Killingworth fire station.  Participants learned simple signs to help 
them communicate with someone who is deaf should it become 
necessary in an emergency situation.  EMTs from Killingworth, Salem, 
and Mystic now have Megan’s presentation materials and handouts to 
share in an effort to continue educating additional EMTs.  Her project 
was so well received she has been asked to present to the New London 
County first responders in the near future.  Finally, Megan filmed 
her presentation, which will be uploaded to YouTube, so that first 
responders can refresh their ASL signs at any time.  
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Sydney Hyde

Sydney will attend the University of 
New Hampshire and plans to major in 
Chemistry.

Bronze Award: Troop Community 
Garden, Parmelee Farm

Silver Award: Clean-Up Killingworth
Sydney planned, organized, and 
participated in a town-wide clean-up day.  
She received support from Killingworth

Selectwoman Catherine Iino, the town transfer station, 
Killingworth True Value hardware, and countless volunteers in the 
community.  Her team made a brochure and posters promoting the 
event, checked in volunteers as they signed up for a street in their 
neighborhood, distributed gloves and garbage bags, and took turns 
working shifts cleaning up unassigned streets in town. 

Senior Journey:  GIRLtopia
 
Gold Award Project:  Keep Your Head Up
Sydney’s project teaches water safety to children ages 5-10. Her 
project, “Keep Your Head Up” was intended for young children 
to be more proactive in real-life situations.  At her event, 
participants learned about water safety and experienced water 
rescue techniques.  The session was divided between pool-time and 
classroom-time, both with trained instructors.  Sydney’s event was 
held at the Valley Shore YMCA, who is incorporating her program 
into their Splash Week and summer camp programs.  In addition, 
Sydney created a brochure which is available at the YMCA and on 
their website.  
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Annelise Walsh

Annelise will attend Colby College and 
plans to pursue a dual major in English 
and Science.

Bronze Award:  Troop Community 
Garden, Parmelee Farm

Silver Award:  Pillowcases for Kids
Annelise and a teammate learned how 
to sew, decided on a simple pattern, and 
collected fabric donations from friends and 

other adults in the community.  They organized sewing meetings 
where they taught other girls and adults in the community how 
to sew the pillowcases.  Her and her teammate made a card 
to accompany each pillowcase with a heartfelt note such as, “I 
made this for you because I care.”  They publicized the project on 
killingworthtoday.com, along with access to the pattern/directions 
so that other people can continue to sew pillowcases and make a 
difference. In addition, they showed a younger Girl Scout troop 
how to make the pillowcases. 

Senior Journey:  GIRLtopia
 
Gold Award Project:  Killingworth Explorer Program
Annelise’s project encourages young children ages 5-11 and their 
families to get outside, enjoy nature, and explore Parmelee Farm. 
Her hope is that if children learn to connect with the outdoors 
they will also care for their community. Working with her team, 
she created a booklet of activities including safety questions, tree 
drawing, identifying trees and shrubs, nature bingo, trail markers, 
colors in nature and more. Annelise held a kick-off day at Parmelee 
Farm to promote her project and 20 youth became Killingworth  
Explorers. The booklets are online, http://parmeleefarm.org/scout-
projects/ and at the Killingworth library with patches available for 
the first 200 explorers.  
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The GIRLtopia quilt was designed and 
sewn by the seven Senior Girl Scout 
members of Troop 62019: Sydney, 
Lindsay N, Adrienne, Katherine, 
Megan, Annelise, and Lindsay W.  The 
multi-step project, which took 10 
months to complete, was part of the 
troop’s Senior GIRLtopia Journey.  The 
Girl Scouts of America define this 
Journey as, “a chance to imagine 

8. Education
9. Career/Hobbies
10. Self-assurance / 
self-respect / courage / 
strength
11. Unity / solidarity / 
togetherness
12. Freedom

GIRLtopia Journey:  August 2012-June 2013

a perfect world for girls…by creating their vision as an art project… (and) 
making their vision a reality.” The members of our troop worked together 
to create a Journey project which focused on the following:  identifying 
and addressing significant issues which affect the quality of life for girls and 
women around the world; educating others about these issues; promoting 
a greater awareness of the core themes identified; and demonstrating each 
troop member’s unique vision of a better world for girls and women.

The themes for the 16 quilt squares were identified through a survey which 
was aimed at exploring the issues and realities which have affected women in 
the past and present world.  Additionally, troop members were encouraged to 
envision how these issues may change for women in the future.   Each troop 
member chose two themes which meant the most to them and then designed 
quilt blocks to represent their subject.  The troop members worked together 
along with troop co-leaders, Diane and Alice, parent volunteer Cherie, and in 
consultation with local artist and nationally recognized quilter, Sandra Smith.

Our hope is that this quilt project will serve to educate and inspire others 
to envision and promote a bright future for all girls and women.  For more 
information, please read the other posts in our blog at https://gs62019.
wordpress.com.

The blocks:
1. Peace
2. Love
3. Relationships / friendship
4. Respect for all humans
5. Shelter / homelife
6. Safety
7. Equity / equality / balance 
/ fairness / justice

13. Happiness
14. Independence
15. Values:  
kindness / 
forgiveness / 
honesty
16. Global 
conservation
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“Right is right, even if no one else 

does it.”
-Juliette Gordon Low, Founder of Girl Scouts

 
The Girl Scout Promise
On my honor, I will try: 
To serve God and my country, 
To help people at all times,
And to live by the Girl Scout Law.
 
The Girl Scout Law
I will do my best to be
honest and fair,
friendly and helpful,
considerate and caring,
courageous and strong, and responsible 
for what I say and do, and to
respect myself and others, 
respect authority, 
use resources wisely, 
make the world a better place, and
be a sister to every Girl Scout.


